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Progress since 2017 EGES
• Substantial increase in the number of surveys and censuses available online (90 now).
• Better outreach to countries who have provided surveys in several languages other than English (e.g. Arabic, 

French, Portuguese, Spanish)
• Filterable by themes (13), country and year
• A range of 25 countries spanning six regions (Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, Latin America and the 

Caribbean, Oceania)
• Following EGES comment in 2017:

• there is a relatively heavy focus on the themes of waste and water (32 of the 90 surveys)
• Accompanying text is provided via a background link to the (typically) NSO’s webpage



Other data sources of environment statistics
•Statistical surveys (e.g., censuses or sample surveys of population, housing, 
agriculture, enterprises, households, employment, and different aspects of 
environment management); 

•Administrative records of government and non-government agencies 
responsible for natural resources, as well as other ministries and authorities; 

•Remote sensing and thematic mapping (e.g., satellite imaging and mapping 
of land use and land cover, water bodies or forest cover); 

•Monitoring systems (e.g., field-monitoring stations for water quality, air 
pollution or climate); 

•Scientific research and special projects undertaken to fulfil domestic or 
international demand 

Source of above text: FDES, para. 1.39



Nepalese survey (Central Bureau of Statistics, Nepal)



Nepalese survey (Central Bureau of Statistics, Nepal)



Nepalese survey (Central Bureau of Statistics, Nepal)



Mauritian survey (The University of Mauritius)



Mauritian survey (The University of Mauritius)



Canadian survey (Statistics Canada)



Questions

• How should the UNSD compilation be used by countries? 

• Should the compilation include topics related to the environment, such as agriculture, 
which is under FAO’s mandate or should there be a link to a possible compilation by FAO? 

• Should guidance be provided in using or interpreting the questionnaires? Can countries 
provide field reports detailing problems encountered during a data collection exercise, 
quality reports and analytical reports, etc? 

• Should there be a compilation of best practices (and for which topics, given that some 
environment statistics are already well covered, with many practices compiled, e.g. crops 
and livestock) – covering a variety of regions and country circumstances for resource 
availability, staffing, skill levels, e.g., where surveys are feasible, administrative data etc.? 

• What data collection methods (e.g. remote sensing and GIS) can be useful for data 
difficult to collect or as alternative/complementary data sources? 


